Human Rights Council: Submitting an NGO written statement
NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC (General, Special or Roster status) may submit written statements
to the Human Rights Council (HRC).
The written statement is formatted and issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting
NGO. English, Spanish and French versions can be published at this time.
In order for your statement to be published before the session, the deadline for submission is exactly two
weeks prior to the start of a session. See the deadline on the web site. All submissions are final.
Please fill out this FORM and CHECKLIST to submit your statement and send it to the address indicated
below. Your information goes after each arrow.
1. Please indicate the contact information for the representative submitting this statement (i.e. name,
mobile, email) here:
Ulrich Delius, 0049-16095671403, asien@gfbv.de
2. Indicate the Agenda item number (1-10) of statement, including the segment *: (Interactive Dialogue,
ID; General Debate, GD; or Panel):
Item 4 General Debate
3.a) If this is an individual statement, indicate your organization's name as in the ECOSOC NGO
database and indicate its consultative status in brackets (i.e. General, Special, or Roster).
Society for Threatened Peoples

or,

3.b) If this is a joint statement, list the main sponsor first, and then the co-sponsoring ECOSOC NGOs
as they appear in the ECOSOC database and status (in brackets): Group all General NGOs first,
group the Special second and group the Roster third.
4. Indicate here any non-ECOSOC NGO(s) supporting this statement (they will appear as a footnote to
the statement title):
5. Indicate the exact TITLE for this statement here:
Myanmar

Dismal human rights situation of Rohingya in

Please make sure that:
□

This statement is in MS WORD document format (Font Times New Roman 10; no bold; no underline;
no italics).

□

Check word count: (Go to Tools, Word count, # of words) Indicate the length of text (excluding
footnotes/endnotes) here:
687
-NGOs in general consultative status are allowed 2,000 words
-NGOs in special consultative status and on the roster are allowed 1,500 words

□

Please use the Spell/grammar check on your text. (Go to Tools, Spelling & Grammar)

□

If in doubt about Member States’ names and correct UN terminology when referring to certain
territories, use UNTERM database: http://unterm.un.org/

□

Different language versions of one statement should be sent in the same email, but using a separate
form for each.

□ Email this document to: hrcngo@ohchr.org
* See the HRC Practical Guide for participants, page 9, which refers to segments in the session

PLEASE PASTE THE FINAL TEXT BELOW:
Despite all the applause for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s recent trip to Europe and the reforms of the incumbent
president of Myanmar, U Thein Sein, the situation of the systematically persecuted Muslim minority of the
Rohingya remains grave.
In the recent outbreaks of violence in May/June 2012, following the rape-murder of the Buddhist woman
Thidar Htwe on May 28th 2012, at least 62 persons have been killed, leaving 32,000 people displaced and
around 100,000 have tried to flee the violent conflict between the Buddhist Rakhine and the Muslim
Rohingya. There are numerous claims and reports of Rohingya being killed, tortured and raped, and their
property looted by the security forces and the Buddhist citizens that has resulted in around 600 deaths, which
could not be verified due to the absence of an independent media. However, this tragedy is not an isolated
case but just the tip of the iceberg that constitutes a much deeper problem: the ongoing, decade-old
persecution and discrimination of the Rohingya and the deeply rooted racism in the Burmese society.
Based on the “Citizenship Act” from 1982, enacted by the military dictatorship, the Rohingya are deprived of
their citizenship. They are hence considered ‘stateless’ and do not have any rights. The restrictions imposed
by the government include: freedom of movement, freedom to marry and to have children, access to medical
services, education and employment including serving in the military or the police. They are subjected to
forced labour (with an estimated amount of 40% child labour) on their very own land that is often confiscated
by the government for infrastructure projects as well as Buddhist buildings. Arbitrary detention, rape, torture
and extra-judicial killings openly committed by security forces are common and the Rohingya live in
perpetual fear.
Officials usually refer to the Rohingya as ‘Bengalis’, claiming that they are illegal migrants from
neighbouring Bangladesh despite of Rohingya living in the region for at least several centuries. They use
racist language as well. Myanmar’s former Consul-General to Hong Kong and now ambassador to the United
Nations, U Ye Myint Aung, described the Rohingya as “ugly as ogres”. The opposition party, National
League for Democracy (NLD) is not speaking out on behalf of the Rohingya either. Leading figures of the
NLD and other oppositional forces use discriminatory slurs as well and have adopted the official rhetoric of
‘illegal migrants’. With the newly acquired freedom of expression, many Burmese citizens express their
hatred and racism publicly on the internet through social networks and in the newspapers. Prominent
members of society such as actors or musicians openly discriminate Rohingya and demand them to be exiled
or even killed. This racism is the result of the decade-long military rulership that enforced and perpetuated
the deeply rooted mistrust.
Due to this systematic persecution, many Rohingya have fled to other countries. Bangladesh is hosting at
least 300,000 Rohingya, mostly under inhumane conditions. Thailand hosts 111,000 Rohingya, Malaysia
between 50,000 and 70,000, Saudi Arabia between 120,000 and 500,000. They are exposed to detention and
violence in their host countries as well. In case of deportation, they end up serving long prison sentences for
violating migration laws.
Wherever the Rohingya are, where they go and what they do, they always suffer as they are never welcome.
Historically, the Rohingya have never cause a conflict in the country and have lived peacefully in Myanmar.
As measured against the persecution they are facing today, they still adapt to peaceful ways of living.
Society for Threatened People calls on the Human Rights Council to urge the Government of Myanmar as
well as the National League for Democracy, the leading opposition party of Myanmar to:
-

end the discrimination of the Rohingya immediately and restore their civil and political rights
together with their citizenship.
publicly oppose the racism spread by officials and Burmese citizens alike.
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-

-

Integrate ways for a peaceful co-existence between the Buddhist majority and the Rohingya and to
accept them as one of the country’s ethnic groups.
allow Rohingya free access to medical care, education and employment and grant them the right to
work in officialdom, the police and the military.
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