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In March 2013, a civilian government in Pakistan was able to formally conclude its term for the first
time. The landmark May 11 general election will mark the first democratic transition of power in
Pakistan’s history. Despite this positive record, poll violence has increased sensibly since the elections
in October 2002 and February 2008.
The elections in 2002 occurred in relative calmness although three Christian nurses have been
murdered and a Christian church in Punjab was attacked. Six days after these elections, a bomb attack
in Karachi has caused the death of six people. During the election campaign in the years 2007/2008
more than 300 people died due to politically motivated violence.
This year once again, at least 143 people have been killed between the April 2 and May 8 due to
political violence. Some 75 people have been murdered during the electoral campaign. A suicide
bomber blew up his car at a check point near a Shiite –Hazara dominated suburb in Baluchistan
province’s capital Quetta on April 23, killing a soldier and five people, injuring 37 Hazaras. Politicians,
dedicated to the promotion of the rights of ethnic and religious minorities, have been suffering from
intimidation and death threats. Ms. Ruquiya Saeed Hashimi, a leader of the “Pakistan Muslim LeagueQuaid” in Quetta and a member of the Hazara minority community, has complained about receiving
death threats for being a female candidate for election and a Shia. The general secretary of the “Hazara
Democratic Party”, Abdul Khaliq Hazara, has been forced due to poor security to limit his election
campaign to some Shi dominated suburbs in Quetta. He narrowly escaped a bomb attack that occurred
minutes after he addressed a public meeting in Quetta.
The on-going violence documents the failure of the Government of Pakistan to guarantee a minimum
of safety for Shia Hazaras. From 2008 to April 2013, almost 942 members of the Shia community were
killed in 481 incidents. Members of the Hazara community remained the prime targets of these
aggressions.
Intimidation by death squads and terrorists linked to the banned Lashkar-e-Jhangvi movement also has
been overshadowing the electoral campaign of Baloch politicians. Leaders of the Baloch minority have
been complaining about a lack of protection and support by the authorities. Leading politicians of the
“Balochistan National Party-Mengal” blamed death squads for systematically intimidating and
targeting Baloch candidates in the electoral campaign. The Balochs had decided to participate in the
general election. Some of their exiled party leaders even had ended years of self-exile in order to
participate in the elections.
Representatives of the Christian minority were more doubtful regarding the elections. Eight leading
Christian political parties have called for a boycott of the elections due to the discrimination of
Christian voters. Christians are unable to vote for their own representatives. Military Dictator Pervez
Musharraf imposed the so-called “Joint Electorate” for minorities in 2002, which bared religious
minorities to elect their representatives in the National Parliament on reserved seats and empowered
Muslim political parties to select minorities’ leaders on these seats. Therefore some 272 Muslim
parliamentarians will be elected by the voters. These parliamentarians later will select 60
representatives for reserved seats for women and 10 reserved seats for religious minorities. Christian
politicians have urged the Muslim majority to allocate dual voting rights to Christians and other
religious minorities to end their discrimination in politics. Furthermore they have been criticizing the
lack of credible support by Muslim majority political parties to lift the controversial blasphemy laws
which have caused arbitrary arrests, politically motivated murder and communal clashes.
Society for Threatened Peoples calls on the Human Rights Council to urge the Government of
Pakistan:
- to introduce dual voting rights for member of religious minorities and women on the national
level,
- to ensure more safety for candidates during electoral campaigns,
- to strengthen the security of Hazara and Shia communities,
- to lift the controversial blasphemy laws.

