Human Rights Council: Submitting an NGO written statement
NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC (General, Special or Roster status) may submit written statements
to the Human Rights Council (HRC).
The written statement is formatted and issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting
NGO. English, Spanish and French versions can be published at this time.
In order for your statement to be published before the session, the deadline for submission is exactly two
weeks prior to the start of a session. See the deadline on the web site. All submissions are final.
Please fill out this FORM and CHECKLIST to submit your statement and send it to the address indicated
below. Your information goes after each arrow.
1. Please indicate the contact information for the representative submitting this statement (i.e. name,
mobile, email) here: Ulrich Delius, 0049-16095671403, asien@gfbv.de
2. Indicate the Agenda item number (1-10) of statement, including the segment *: (Interactive Dialogue,
ID; General Debate, GD; or Panel):
Item #_3___ Segment: ___SR on HR defenders____
3.a) If this is an individual statement, indicate your organization's name as in the ECOSOC NGO
database and indicate its consultative status in brackets (i.e. General, Special, or Roster).
Society for Threatened Peoples (Special Consultative Status)

or,

3.b) If this is a joint statement, list the main sponsor first, and then the co-sponsoring ECOSOC NGOs
as they appear in the ECOSOC database and status (in brackets): Group all General NGOs first,
group the Special second and group the Roster third.
4. Indicate here any non-ECOSOC NGO(s) supporting this statement (they will appear as a footnote to
the statement title):

5.

Indicate the exact TITLE for this statement here:

Persecution of Human Rights Defenders in

Sudan

Please make sure that:
□

This statement is in MS WORD document format (Font Times New Roman 10; no bold; no underline;
no italics).

□

Check word count: (Go to Tools, Word count, # of words) Indicate the length of text (excluding
footnotes/endnotes) here: 557
-NGOs in general consultative status are allowed 2,000 words
-NGOs in special consultative status and on the roster are allowed 1,500 words

□

Please use the Spell/grammar check on your text. (Go to Tools, Spelling & Grammar)

□

If in doubt about Member States’ names and correct UN terminology when referring to certain
territories, use UNTERM database: http://unterm.un.org/

□

Different language versions of one statement should be sent in the same email, but using a separate
form for each.

□

Email this document to: hrcngo@ohchr.org

* See the HRC Practical Guide for participants, page 9, which refers to segments in the session

PLEASE PASTE THE FINAL TEXT BELOW:
Since August 2012 Sudanese authorities have been accusing leading non-governmental organizations in
Sudan of being agents of foreign nations who threaten the national security of Sudan. By utilizing the
Sudanese media the government launched a defamation campaign against independent voices in Sudanese
society. The campaign, started by the publication of a critical article in the newspaper al-Intibaha in August
2012, claimed that numerous cited NGOs receive funding from the United States. The authors of the article
supposed that therefore these NGOs have been manipulated by the United States with the intent of
deliberately hurting the positive image of Sudan and its national security. The pro-government newspaper
Akhir Lahza informed the public on December 24 that the government would start a campaign to ensure that
these NGOs will not violate the national interests of Sudan any longer.
But the decision to close some of these NGOs was taken prior to these events. Some of the NGOs have been
summoned to justify their activities to the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) in autumn 2012. In
November 2012, in an evident attempt to intimidate them, HAC officials visited several NGO offices without
prior notice. The intimidation and defamation campaign against independent NGOs culminated in the closure
of at least four reputed NGOs in November and December 2012. The Culture Ministry closed the cultural
group “Beit al-Fanoon” in November. The NGO had been committed to promote Sudanese culture and
traditional values. On December 24 the Culture Ministry instructed the closure of the “Sudanese Studies
Center (SCC)”. The well known organization had been actively involved in supporting peace and democracy.
On December 19 Sudanese security officials interrogated four representatives of the NGO “Arry” which had
been promoting human rights and peace in Southern Kordofan and the Blue Nile. Human rights violations
were committed by all conflict parties in both provinces. No perpetrators of massive human rights violations
have been brought to justice until now. Testimonies indicate that crimes against humanity may have been
committed by Sudanese soldiers. Therefore the research and documentation of human rights violations by
Arry is a vital step in order to stop stop impunity. Ultimately, Arry was closed down by Sudanese security
officials in December 2012.
When these NGOs and the Confederation of Civil Society Organizations in Sudan decided on December 30
to submit a written complaint to the National Human Rights Commission, police and security service
officials attacked the activists and prevented them from handing a memorandum to the Commission. Dozens
of security agents surrounded the commission office before the arrival of the delegation and deliberately
prevented the NGO representatives from entering the building. The Commission sharply criticized the police
action as an attack on the integrity and immunity of the Commission and as a flagrant violation of the Interim
Constitution of 2005 and the National Human Rights Commission Act of 2009.
On December 31 HAC cancelled the official registration of the “Al-Khatim Adlan Center for Enlightenment
and Human Development (KACE)” which promotes dialogue, democracy and cultural diversity.
Society for Threatened Peoples calls on the Human Rights Council to urge the Government of Sudan to:





Respect Sudanese law and its Constitution with regards to the civil society,
Stop the crackdown against NGOs and the criminalization of independent human rights defenders,
Acknowledge the independence of human rights defenders,
Respect the freedom and property of NGOs.
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