
 

 

Human Rights Council: Submitting an NGO written statement 
 
NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC (General, Special or Roster status) may submit written statements 
to the Human Rights Council (HRC).  
 

The written statement is formatted and issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting 
NGO.  English, Spanish and French versions can be published at this time. 
 

In order for your statement to be published before the session, the deadline for submission is exactly two 
weeks prior to the start of a session. See the deadline on the web site.  All submissions are final. 
 

Please fill out this FORM and CHECKLIST to submit your statement and send it to the address indicated 
below. Your information goes after each arrow. 
 

1. Please indicate the contact information for the representative submitting this statement (i.e. name, 

 mobile, email) here:  Ulrich Delius, 0049-16095671403, asien@gfbv.de 
 

2. Indicate the Agenda item number (1-10) of statement, including the segment *: (Interactive Dialogue, 

 ID; General Debate, GD; or Panel):   Item 4  Segment: General Debate 

 

3.a)  If this is an individual statement, indicate your organization's name as in the ECOSOC NGO 

 database and indicate its consultative status in brackets (i.e. General, Special, or Roster).  
Society for Threatened Peoples (Special Consultative Status) 

or, 
3.b)  If this is a joint statement, list the main sponsor first, and then the co-sponsoring ECOSOC NGOs 
 as they appear in the ECOSOC database and status (in brackets): Group all General NGOs first, 

 group the Special second and group the Roster third.  

 

4. Indicate here any non-ECOSOC NGO(s) supporting this statement (they will appear as a footnote to 

 the statement title):  

 

5. Indicate the exact TITLE for this statement here:  
The People's Republic of China's Harassment of Uyghur Scholar a Setback for Freedom of Speech 

 
Please make sure that:   
 

□ This statement is in MS WORD document format (Font Times New Roman 10; no bold; no underline; 
no italics).  

 

□ Check word count: (Go to Tools, Word count, # of words) Indicate the length of text (excluding 

footnotes/endnotes) here:  893 

 

-NGOs in general consultative status are allowed 2,000 words 
-NGOs in special consultative status and on the roster are allowed 1,500 words 

 

□ Please use the Spell/grammar check on your text. (Go to Tools, Spelling & Grammar) 
 

□ If in doubt about Member States’ names and correct UN terminology when referring to certain 
territories, use UNTERM database: http://unterm.un.org/ 

 

□ Different language versions of one statement should be sent in the same email, but using a separate 
form for each.  

 

□ Email this document to: hrcngo@ohchr.org 
 



 

 

* See the HRC Practical Guide for participants, page 9, which refers to segments in the session 
 

PLEASE PASTE THE FINAL TEXT BELOW:  
 
Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) is deeply concerned for the well-being of eminent Uyghur scholar 

Ilham Tohti amid reports that he is being continually harassed by the authorities of the People's Republic of 

China (PRC). With previous harassment in mind, the Chinese authorities have begun to step up their efforts 

in recent months, resulting in a serious deterioration of his right to freedom of thought and conscience, and 

freedom of expression, all of which is emblematic of the current situation being faced by Uyghurs in the 

PRC. 

 

Context of Harassment  

 

Ilham Tohti, professor at the Central Nationalities University who runs a popular Uyghur-focused, Chinese-

language website (uyghurbiz.net), is a well respected and outspoken critic of the PRC's policies towards the 

Uyghurs. He has also called for actual implementation of regional autonomy laws in Xinjiang and the 

Chinese Constitution. His activism on this issue has resulted in his class on 'Immigration, Discrimination, and 

Development in Xinjiang' being cancelled by the Chinese authorities.  

 

In August 2012, he was interrogated for 10 hours by Chinese authorities, warning him not to speak to the 

foreign media or discuss religion online, after his website reported that authorities had sent armed forces to 

mosques in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) to monitor Muslims during Ramadan. The 

repression of Ramadan was one of the worst in recent years. 

 

Later in December 2012, he was harassed again, receiving a notice from Beijing authorities ahead of the 18th 

National Congress, where the PRC's leadership change took place amid widespread crackdowns, informing 

him that he would have to leave the city for its duration so that he would not “stir up trouble”. While he was 

in Atush, the XUAR, he was made to stay in his home under police surveillance and that anyone who wished 

to see him was made to first meet with the authorities for questioning. 

 

Professor Tohti has also been reporting on the situation of passport denials of Uyghurs, including the case of 

Atikem Rozi, who began tweeting on the popular Sina Weibo microblogging in December, vowing to fight 

for her civil rights after having been denied a passport three times in the past two years. According to twitter 

reports by uyghurbiz.net, she was detained for 6 hours on 5 February 2013 and was left frightened and not 

willing to talk of her experiences. 

 

His son has also been denied access to primary education without being provided any reason, which was 

thought to be as a result of his work. 

 

Recent Harassment of Ilham Tohti 

 

According to reliable media reports, on 2 February 2013 professor Tohti was detained again along with his 

daughter at a Beijing airport, from where he was planning to leave so as to speak at the Indiana University in 

the United States of America (USA). His daughter was eventually allowed to travel to the USA, whereas 

professor Tohti was not permitted to travel. 

 

Professor Tohti however remained in custody for 8 hours, following which he was taken to his home, where 

he remains under 24-hour watch by the police who question those who speak to him in person or on the 

phone. The Beijing Public Security Bureau has also warned him not to speak to the media. 

 

Rather than being detained by local security personnel, he was detained by Xinjiang security personnel, 

representing the extra-territoriality of his detention. Treatment of Uyghurs under Zhang Chunxian's 

predecessor as Xinjiang Regional Communist Party Cheif, Wang Lequan, was marked by some of the most 

severe forms of repression, presiding over the 1997 Ghulja incident and the reportedly thousands of Uyghurs 

who have been forcibly disappeared since the unrest in Urumqi, the XUAR, in 5 July 2009. This type of 

hard-line approach by Wang towards the XUAR and the Uyghurs seems to be being emulated by Zhang 

based on this evidence.  

 

 



 

 

Significance for Uyghur Human Rights 

 

Achieving the heights of being a scholar in the PRC is a rarity for Uyghurs amidst widespread persecution 

against this ethnic group. This therefore underscores the significance of the harassment being levelled against 

professor Tohti on the wider Uyghur community. Due to his elevated status as a scholar and a prominent 

Uyghur, he holds a rare position to speak out about the widespread human rights violations perpetrated 

against Uyghurs, wielding an unusually large amount of influence due to his high profile position. As with 

the case of Chen Guangcheng and Ai Weiwei, his persistent harassment is therefore a demonstration that no-

one is safe to freely express ones opinions, be they in the public domain or otherwise.  

 

Recommendations 

 

Silencing an individual with the stature of professor Tohti can have significant far-reaching consequences on 

the wider community of the individual affected. The harassment of professor Tohti must cease in order to end 

both the de jure and de facto elements of suppression of freedom of speech and freedom of thought and 

conscience. 

 

Society for Threatened Peoples therefore calls on the Human Rights Council to urge government of the 

People’s Republic of China to: 

 

 

 Cease its harassment of Ilham Tohti and other human rights defenders in the PRC, 

 Engage in good faith the the relevant Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council, 

 Bring its laws into line with accepted international standards, 

 Ratify and meaningfully implement the ICCPR which will provide the right for individuals to freely 

express their views and discontent with governmental policies. 

 


